
 

On May 8, 2009, MP Joy Smith and MLA Peter  

Bjornson were at the West St. Paul Municipal offices 

to deliver and present an 8 million dollar cheque to 

the Municipality for a sewage treatment plant in West 

St. Paul which will serve both West St. Paul and  

St. Andrews.  The total cost of the project is  

estimated at 12 million.  Our thanks to the Federal 

and Provincial governments.  

 8 Million More Reasons to Feel Good About Your 
Community  

 

 A WORD FROM THE MAYOR 
 
Its been said: òTime flies when youõre having fun!ó  Well, the last time I looked at 
my watch, it was just after Christmas.  Whatõs happened since then? 
 
Iõve sent out a special note to all residents of the Municipality recapping the highlights of 
Flood 2009.  I would like to restate here that the Municipal response was commendable.  
Our collective efforts (Councillors, Municipal Staff, Public Works, Fire Department, and  
Volunteers) helped save no less than 300 homes in our community.  My personal thanks to 
all of you who worked  or supported our flood -fighting from March through to April.  
 
On other fronts, Iõm happy to report that our Community Centre is getting lots of sporting 
and social event use since its opening in December 2008.  I encourage you, if you havenõt 
already, to pay it a visit and consider holding your next event there.  
 
On April 23, Manitoba celebrated Earth Day and I was very proud to attend the Legislative 
grounds to be part of a ceremony highlighting the acceptance of West St. Paul Schoolõs  
pilot project to reduce municipal greenhouse gas emissions.  About 30 kids were there  
representing the School (see picture on p.6).  Way to go!  
 
On the topic of greening, we will be announcing a new beautification program in the near 
future.  Please stay tuned for that.  
 
Thereõs a lot of information in this issue of our Newsletter.  Please enjoy it, and if you have 
any comment or suggestions on how we can make it even better, contact us on -line at 
info@weststpaul.com  or call us at 338.0306 . 
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Our yards, roads, and ditches have returned to looking much better ð-  Flood 2009 

is, for the most part, over.  

In getting things back in order, the Municipality would like to remind you about 
Disaster Financial Assistance: if youôve suffered any flood related damage you can 
make application for Disaster Financial Assistance; you might also want to have 
your well water checked.  For assistance with a Disaster Financial Assistance appli-
cation or for well water info, call the Municipal office at 338.0306.   

     

 

 
Ward 1:  As your councillor, I wish you all Happy Spring. Finally some nice weather to get the flowers blooming and the 

birds singing. As you all know we had a rather òEmergency Stateó at the end of March and beginning of April. I thank every-
one for their patience and all of the residents that supported the work and effort that was provided by the Public Works em-
ployees and our Fire Department. With working in the Emergency Operation Centre, I was able to see first hand the dedica-
tion these employees portrayed to our Municipality. Our Office Staff went beyond the Call of Duty with the long days and late  
nights. As this is now behind us, we look forward to new projects for West St. Paul. The new Ambulance Centre is scheduled 
to begin construction this year. Our Handi Van Service is serving the Municipality well with information available at the off ice . 
Our Coat of Arms and Flag provides our residents with heritage and pride.  I wish you a safe and happy summer (I think I can 
safely say the word summer) and remember to take time out to enjoy what nature has given you.  

Sharon Yackel  
 
Ward 2:  Hello Wonderful West St. Paul! Itõs been a busy spring and we made it through the 2nd largest flood of the cen-

tury.  What a spring! Weõve made it through the 2nd largest flood of the century.   It took some long nights and valiant efforts. 
We owe thanks to many people, specifically our firefighters, public works, staff and local contractors who teamed up to keep 
the waters a bay.  The flood caused damage to roads, culverts, ditches and drainage courses throughout the municipality 
and refurbishing will cost a substantial amount of money. We expect to receive disaster financial assistance to help us repai r 
the damaged infrastructure and are very appreciative of the help. More to come on that topic soon .  
 
Council has budgeted for some extensive projects this year including:   park improvements, recreation site upgrades, an ele-
vator at the Sunova Centre, drainage improvements, more street lights, decorative Christmas street lights, trees, signage, 
fire and public works department equipment, a fire hall expansion among other things.    
 
If full funding is received for the proposed road repairs in combination with our road reconstruction projects, we expect to 
complete over $760 000 in road improvements.   Expect to see construction equipment in your neighbourhood throughout 
the summer and please be patient as we continue to maintain and beautify Wonderful West St. Paul.  
 

Dan Garcea (Deputy Mayor)  
 
Ward 3:  Thank you to all the staff and volunteers who provided so much support through the spring flooding.   Best 

wishes to all for a great summer that has been a long time coming!  

Sam Hodgkinson  

 Ward 4:   Greetings to all residents of West St. Paul! With the winter and the  flooding now  behind us it is hopefully a 

time for  a warm peaceful summer season ahead. Council has been very busy working on numerous projects and also our 
2009 budget that will continue to see our community with the lowest mil rate in the capital region.   As a resident or business 
you will continue to see  improvements in municipal programs and infrastructure investments. These long term community 
projects are critical to our sustainable growth.  

I would like to thank our retiring CAO Glenn Wright and Joanne Warwick for their personal and professional contributions to 
West St. Paul, with over 56 years of combined service these individuals have provided   many current and previous   Council 
members  including  residents with   helpful information over the years. As a community  we  have counted on their Municipal 
knowledge to help plan our communities future growth.   All the best in your retirement.  

Our community   residents, municipal departments ,local businesses and volunteers did an outstanding job helping to mini-
mize the flood of 2009, this combined effort was a first class showcase of community teamwork congratulations for a job well 
done.   Have a safe and healthy summer.  

Bruce Henley  

 

COUNCILõS CORNER 
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Flood 2009 Wrap -Up:  the final word.  

Where Grassmere Creek 
met the Red on April 17th  
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I would like to take this opportunity to say farewell to the residents of the RM of West St. 
Paul.  It is time to reflect and enjoy a retirement life.  

West St. Paul has been a wonderful place to have a career; I have seen many changes 
over the years.  From my beginning in 1976 with the public works department, moving to 
by-law enforcement in 1986, director of operations in 2004, and acting and Chief Adminis-
trative Office since 2007.  

West St. Paul is a vibrant and growing community and has many opportunities in itõs fu-
ture.  

It has been a wonderful experience, I thank everyone that I have worked with over the 
years and wish the RM of West St. Paul residents and Council all the best in this exciting time.  

Where have the years gone?  
 

On April 16, 2009, I celebrated my 20th Anniversary with the RM of West St. Paul.  Iõd like to 
take this opportunity to wish the residents of West St. Paul all the very best.  Your  
community is a vibrant, growing municipality and, during the next few years, it will see  
many exciting changes.   
 
At this time, I would also like to express my thanks to all those members of council and staff 
that I have worked with during my career with West St. Paul.  
 

FLOOD.  What an incredible spring!  I canõt remember ever having such drastic changes in the weather day to day.  The 
flood of 2009 will definitely be one to remember.  West St. Paul Fire Department was activated for a total of 34 days to  
assist with flood mitigation throughout the entire Municipality.  The Department comprised of 27 current members and 4 
retired members and performed over 3500 hours of service during Flood 2009.  

 
On behalf of the department, I would like to recognize the following 4 retired members of West St. Paul Fire Department, 
Len Krisko, Jeff Miller, Ed Budney, and Nick Kasper, who gave up some of their free time to come out and assist in our  
response.  I thank Bev Bragg and her group of volunteers who helped feed us thoughout this event, you can imagine the 
difficulty in feeding a large group of hungry Fire Fighters.  As well, the Department thanks all the residents who came out  
to give us words of encouragement, and provided us with refreshments.  We all thank Council for there support,  
assistance, and understanding throughout this entire event.  

 
Finally, I personally thank all my current members of the Department for their incredible effort during this emergency.  
Without your effort there is no way this Department would have been able to accomplish what we did during the flood of 
2009.  
 
TRAINING.  The Department is currently conducting a Level 1 Fire Fighting course for 4 of its newest members.  Also, the 
Department has 3 members currently enrolled in a Level 2 Fire Fighting course be held in St. François Xavier.  These 
coursed will be completed by the end of June.  The Department also held a vehicle extrication course May 15, 16, and 17.  
 
TIDBITS.  Congratulations to Mike & Carrie Azaransky on the arrival of their 3 rd  child Avery, born in March.  
 

CANADA DAY.  Planning for Canada Day 2009 is well under way.  The event will be held on Wednesday July 1, 2009.  This 
year will bring some new and exciting challenges for us as we are moving the event to the West St. Paul Recreation Site & 
Sunova Center located at 48 Holland Rd.  Please stay tuned to your mailbox, bulletin boards, or www.weststpaul.com  for 
more information and a complete schedule of the dayõs events.  
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